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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-27 are pending in this application and have been examined in response 
to application filed on 12/01/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
Invention Is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

4. As to claim 25, the claim recites "A computer data signal embodied in a carrier 
wave". Signals do not fall with In one of the four categories of patent eligible subject 
matter. 

5. Claims 26-27 are rejected under similar rationale due to the their dependency to 
claim 25. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mag Hourihan (Hourihan, "Using JavaScript to Create a Powerful GUI, 
http://web.archive.org/web/20021 2201 73657/http://wwv.oreillvnetxom^ 

in viewof W3C HTML 4.01 specification (W3C, http://www.w3.org/TR/1999/REC- 
html401 -19991 224/) and in further view of Yehuda Shiran (Shiran, "Creating A 
modal Dialog Box"). 

8. As to INDEPENDENT claim 1 , Hourihan discloses a method for creating at least 
one accessible graphical image, comprising providing said at least one accessible 
graphical image within a graphical object (pg.2, paragraph Building a Simple Toolbar, . 
fig.1; "creating a simple toolbar to hold three buttons"), wherein said providing said at 
least one accessible graphical image is responsive to at least one image command (pg. 
2, paragraph Using JavaScript to Manipulate Text Selections, "function format_sel()"; 
pg.4, paragraph Putting it All Together With HTML, "onclick="format_selCb')"; "onclick" 
represents a mouse click event, "format_sel('b') represent a Bold text changing 
command), said image command including a first attribute determining the processing 
of at least one predetermined mouse click event (pg.4, paragraph Putting it All Together 
With HTML, "onclick="format_sel()"; "onlclick" represents a mouse click event), wherein 
said first attribute have parameters indicating a software routine operable to perform a 
predetermined function associated with said accessible graphical image (pg. 2, 
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paragraph Using JavaScript to Manipulate Text Selections, "function format_sel()");. 
Hourihan does not disclose a second attribute that handles keyboard event and the 
graphical object is a modal dialog box. 

In the same field of endeavor, W3C discloses an attribute that handles keyboard event 
(ch. Index of Attributes, attribute "onkeypress"; ch. 17.11.1 Tabbing navigation section 
Tabbing keys. " "enter" key is used to activate a selected element"). W3C does not 
disclose a modal dialog box. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching of 
Hourihan and W3C before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
graphical object taught by Hourihan to include keyboard events taught by W3C with the 
motivation being to increase the usability of the graphical object. 

In the same field of endeavor, Shiran discloses the graphical object is a modal dialog 
box (pg. 1; window.showModalDialogQ function call). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching of 
Hourihan and W3C and the teaching of Shiran before him at the time the invention was 
made, to modify the multi-accessible graphical object taught by Hourihan and W3C to 
include a modal dialog box taught by Shiran with the motivation being to provide a 
program alert in response to important conditions (pg.1, paragraph 1). 
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9. As to INDEPENDENT claim 8 is similar to claim 1 , it is rejected under same 
rationale. 

10. As to INDEPENDENT claim 15 is similar to claim 1 , it is rejected under same 
rationale. 

11. As to INDEPENDENT claim 22 is similar to claim 1 , it is rejected under same 
rationale. 

12. As to INDEPENDENT claim 25 is similar to claim 1 , it is rejected under same 
rationale. 

13. As to claims 2, 9, 16, 23 and 26, W3C discloses wherein said at least one image 
command further comprises a third attribute having a parameter indicating an ordinal 
value to be associated with said at least one graphical image, wherein said ordinal 
value represents a relative position within an ordering of graphical images within said 
modal dialog box graphical object, whereby a user is allowed to access said at least one 
graphical image by using a keyboard action resulting in ones of said graphical images 
within said modal dialog box being sequentially accessed responsive to said ordering of 
graphical images within said modal dialog box (ch. 17.11.1 Tabbing navigation). 
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14. As to claims 3, 10, 17, 24 and 27, Hourihan discloses wherein said at least one 
image command further comprises a fourth attribute having a parameter including text 
associated with said at least one graphical image (pg. 4, paragraph Putting it all 
together with HTML; "alt" attribute). Hourihan does not specifically disclose wherein 
said text is accessible to a screen reader program for conversion to an audio output 
signal. 

W3C discloses wherein said text is accessible to a screen reader program for 
conversion to an audio output signal (ch. 13.8 How to specify alternate text). 

15. As to claims 4, 1 1 and 18, Hourihan discloses wherein said at least one image 
command is stored within a document containing formatting information for a user 
interface, wherein said document is a Web page, and wherein said image command Is a 
tag of a mark-up programming language (pg.2, paragraph Building a Simple Toolbar, 
fig.1; pg. 4-5, paragraph Putting it All Together With HTML). 

16. As to claims 5, 12 and 19 W3C discloses wherein said at least one 
predetermined keyboard event comprises detection of a user pressing the enter key (ch. 
Index of Attributes, attribute "onkeypress"; ch. 17.11.1 Tabbing navigation section 
Tabbing keys, " "enter" key is used to activate a selected element"). 
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17. As to claims 6, 13 and 20, Hourihan discloses wherein said at least one 
accessible graphical image comprises a plurality of accessible graphical images (pg.2 
paragraph Building a Simple Toolbar, fig.1; a bold, an italic and a link image), wherein 
each of said accessible graphical images is associated with a respective one of a 
plurality of predetermined functions, wherein each of said plurality of predetermined 
functions comprises one of a set of tool bar accessible functions (pg. 2, paragraph 
Using JavaScript to Manipulate Text Selections, "function format_sel()"; pg. 4-5, 
paragraph Putting it All Together With HTML, "onclick="format_sel (T), 
"onclick="format_sel(*b'), "onclick="linsertJink()"). 

18. As to claims 7, 14 and 21 , Hourihan discloses wherein said plurality of 
predetermined functions comprise text formatting operations, and wherein said software 
routine operable to perform said predetermined function is further operable to perform 
an associated one of said text forwarding operations (pg.2-3 paragraph Using 
JavaScript to Manipulate Text Selections; "function format_sel()"). 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. 1 .1 1 1(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teaches web document GUI and editing. 
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20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haoshian Shih whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1257. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 0730-1700. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571)272-4048. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




